
Multiple files are bound together in this PDF Package.

Adobe recommends using Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat version 8 or later to work with 
documents contained within a PDF Package. By updating to the latest version, you’ll enjoy 
the following benefits:  

•  Efficient, integrated PDF viewing 

•  Easy printing 

•  Quick searches 

Don’t have the latest version of Adobe Reader?  

Click here to download the latest version of Adobe Reader

If you already have Adobe Reader 8, 
click a file in this PDF Package to view it.

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html




Agenda for the General Education Committee Meeting of October 28, 2009  
 
Date:    October 21, 2009 
 
To:     2009-10 General Education Committee Members:  
 


Byron Anderson   c: Jada Schumacher    
 Michael Bessert        Faculty Senate Office 


Alan Block          
Susan Collie            
Denise Goers                 
Bob Horan         
Jerry Kapus  
Alec Kirby      
Bill Murphy         
Kristin Risley 
Steve Terry 
Janice Coker, ex officio         


 
From:    Alan Block, chair 
 
Subject:   AGENDA FOR THE GEC MEETING OF October 28, 2009 
 
The General Education Committee will meet Wednesday, October 28, 2009, from 4:00-
5:30pm in the Ballroom C – Memorial Student Center. 
 


1. Call to Order 
2. Minutes from October 9 
3. GESLA Survey  
4. General Education Revision Proposals 
5. Information Only: 


The following GE courses were approved for one-time only offering: 
a. ANTH-290/SOC-290 Environmental Sociology and Anthropology 


(SBSCI/ANTH/SOC) 
b. PE-196H Fishing (HPE) 


 
 


 
 
 
 








 
 


Minutes for General Education Committee Meeting of October 9, 2009 
 


To:  General Education Committee Members:          (P)=Present 
  Alan Block, SOE (P) Susan Collie, SAS c:  Amy Schlieve, CEHHS 
  Bill Murphy, COM (P) Byron Anderson, TECH (P)     Jada Schumacher, CAHSS 
  Denise Goers, Advisement (P) Bob Horan, HUMART (P)      Faculty Senate Office  
  Jerry Kapus, ANRSN (P) Kristin Risley, COMSK (P)       
  Michael Bessert, NSCI (P) Steve Terry, HPE (P) 
  Janice Coker, ex officio (P)   
       
 
Date: October 9, 2009 Minutes Submitted by: 
Time: 2:30 p.m.  Tessa Johnson 
Location:  Provost’s Office 
 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Alan Block.   


 
2. The minutes from the September 23 and September 24 meetings were approved by consensus. 


 
3. A motion was made and duly seconded to remove MEDIA-204 Exploring Photography from 


the table and approve. 
The course was brought back to the committee with the specific general education objectives 
added. Minor editorial changes were made. 
Vote on Motion:  Motion passed. 


 
4. Discussion of General Education Program Revision – Foundational Principles 


• 3-credit speech requirement 
• the structure should facilitate the achievement of the GE objectives 
• GE should reflect that we are a polytechnic institution 
•  some GE curriculum should be upper level (beyond FR/SO level courses) 
• integration of GE courses into majors 
• possibility of GE capstone courses 
• should fit with Stout's mission and UW System's mission 
• no overall credit increase 
• possible interconnections within different GE areas (GE should teach both disciplinary 


and interdisciplinary) –courses that fit in both a GE category and an interdisciplinary 
category 


• problem-based learning approach – themes/problems could be used to organize the GE 
program 


• phase approach 
• create writing focused courses that programs must be required to offer 


 
 








Submitted by Byron Anderson, Sept. 2009 


 


The following reflects a revised framework for GE coursework at UW-Stout. Under this 
approach programs are given latitude to call out specific courses or maintain the existing courses 
and credit configuration. The current seven primary categories would not be further subdivided 
under this approach. Under this design demand for select GE courses will be heavily influenced 
by both programs that prescribe courses and by programs that allow notable student preference.  


  


General Education (40 cr.) Culture (20 cr.) Science (20 cr.) 


  


Communication Skills (6-12 cr.) *  


Analytical Reasoning (3-9 cr.)  * 


Health and Physical Education (0-3cr.) * 


Humanities and the Arts (6-12 cr.) * 


Social and Behavioral Sciences (6-12 cr.)  * 


Natural Sciences (with lab) (3-6 cr.)  * 


Technology (0-3 cr.)  * 


 


Total min. 20 min. 20 


 


Underlying Principles 


1. Create subject and content depth opportunities 
2. Maintain GE breadth option 
3. Grant program flexibility 
4. Maintain current GE objectives and major GE categories 
5. Existing program plans can be retained 


 








Proposal for the Addition of an Area with the General Education Categories. 


At present, courses approved for General Education credit must identify themselves by category. At 
present there are eight categories:  Communication Skills, Health and Physical Education; Social and 
Behavioral Sciences; Technology; Analytical Reasoning Skills; Humanities and the Arts; Natural 
Sciences. Then, from within some of these categories students must choose specific areas to fulfill general 
education requirements.  


A. Communication Skills 8 Credits 
ENGL 101 Freshman English - Composition or 
ENGL 111 Freshman English - Honors I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
ENGL 102 Freshman English - Reading and Related Writing or 
ENGL 112 Freshman English - Honors II . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
SPCOM 100 Fundamentals of Speech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


B. Analytic Reasoning 6 Credits 
Courses must be from areas including math, logic, statistics, and computer 
science. 
 
C. Health and Physical Education 2 Credits 
Courses must be from areas of health, physical education, or nutrition. 
 
D. Humanities and the Arts 9 Credits 
Courses must be from three or more areas including art history/music 
appreciation, creative/performing arts, history, literature, philosophy, and 
foreign language & culture. When external accreditation standards warrant a 
depth requirement with sequenced courses, the nine credits must be taken from 
two or more areas. 
 
E. Social and Behavioral Sciences 9 Credits 
Courses must be from three or more areas including anthropology, economics, 
geography, political science, psychology, and sociology. When external 
accreditation standards warrant a depth requirement with sequenced courses, the 
nine credits must be taken from two or more areas. 
 
F. Natural Sciences with Lab 4 Credits 
Courses may be life sciences or physical science. Additional courses may be 
without a lab. 
 
G. Technology 2 Credits 
 
H. Interdisciplinary Studies  
 


I. General Education Electives 0- 6 Credits  


 


At present there is a category for interdisciplinary courses, but no program requires coursework in this 
category. This represents a serious lack in the general education program. By the very nature of these 
courses, they cannot be defined within a single area and therefore, they are veritably impossible to be 
approved as General Education courses. 


I propose that we eliminate the IDS presently identified in the GE program. 


I propose the addition of an area called Interdisciplinary Studies within the Humanities and the Arts, and 
Social and Behavioral Science categories of the General Categories. For a course to be approved in this 
area it must identify no less than three (3) areas in the category to which it will be assigned. 







I propose that we request that the sponsors of the Women’s Studies courses reassign them to a category 
and bring them back for reapproval.  


I propose that we recommend that Speech requirement be raised to 3 credits. 


 


Perhaps w e might consider how courses in Technology and Health and Physical Education might be 
revised to satisfy inclusion as interdisciplinary courses.  








 


Proposed Revision of General Education Objectives:  


April 22 2009 
Graduates will demonstrate an ability to: 
 


 Think creatively, analyze critically, and synthesize clearly 
 Develop and apply effective reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. 
 Utilize contemporary information and communication systems; to recognize and value 
the interrelationships, between  the ideological, sociological and technological adaptive 
systems and the impact of these systems on the human experience and the 
environment 


 Understand, formulate, and apply mathematical and logical principles; be able to 
communicate quantitative information effectively, and value the social and personal 
consequences of quantitative methods and measurements 


 Understand and  value the historical, economic, political and psychological forces that 
shape the development and consequences of the behavior of individuals, groups, and 
institutions 


 Understand and value the relationships between creativity, imagination, and problem 
solving and the linguistic, artistic, ethical, literary, and philosophical traditions that 
shape human cultures   


 Understand, apply, and value methods in the life and physical sciences and the impacts 
of science on society 


 Recognize and value the collective heritage, ideas and values of a multicultural world 
and demonstrate sensitivity to sociocultural diversity and the interdependence of 
groups in a global society. 


 Develop ethical reasoning skills and act responsibly, including one’s physical and mental 
well being.   


 Understand the interdisciplinary nature of knowledge and apply an interdisciplinary 
approach to problem solving 


 
Revised 4/22/09 – 5:30 PM 
DRG 








Jerry Kapus, General Education Committee 


Below is a proposal for revising the General Education Credit Distribution that I am putting forth 
as a starting point for our review.  I recognize that we would also need to work on category 
definitions and the GE objectives.  Whether we put forth something like this proposal or not, I 
hope that it provides a constructive start to our review of the General Education program.  


Current General Education Credit Distribution  


A. Communication Skills 8 Credits


326-101 
326-111 


Freshman English -- Composition or 
Freshman English -- Honors I 3


326-102 
326-112 


Freshman English -- Reading and Related Writing or 
Freshman English -- Honors II 3


391-100 Fundamentals of Speech 2


B. Analytic Reasoning  6 Credits


Courses must be from areas including math, logic, statistics and computer science.


C. Health and Physical Education 2 Credits


Courses must be from areas of health, physical education or nutrition.


D. Humanities and the Arts 9 Credits


Courses must be from three or more areas including art history, creative arts, history, 
literature, music appreciation, performing arts, and philosophy. 


E. Social and Behavioral Sciences  9 Credits


Courses must be from three or more areas including anthropology, economics, geography, 
political science, psychology and sociology.  


F. Natural Sciences (with Lab) 4 Credits


G. Technology 2 Credits


H. Interdisciplinary Studies  Electives


I. General Education Electives 0-6 Credits


Courses must be from categories A, B, D, E and H.


Total Credits: 40-46


 


 


Proposed General Education Credit Distribution  


A. Communication Skills 9 Credits


326-101 
326-111 


Freshman English -- Composition or 
Freshman English -- Honors I 3







326-102 
326-112 


Freshman English -- Reading and Related Writing 
or 
Freshman English -- Honors II 3


391-100 Fundamentals of Speech 3


B. Mathematical and Symbolic Reasoning 6 Credits


Courses must be from areas including math, logic, statistics and computer science.


C. The Human Experience 6 Credits


Courses must be from two or more areas including art history, creative arts, history, literature, 
music appreciation, performing arts, and philosophy.  At least one course must be at the 200 
level or above. 


D. The Self, Society  and the World 6 Credits


Courses must be from two or more areas including anthropology, economics, geography, 
political science, psychology and sociology.  At least one course must be at the 200 level or 
above. 


E. Science (with Lab) and Technology 6 Credits


Courses must be from areas including natural science and technology.  At least one course 
must be a natural science lab course. 
 


F. Interdisciplinary Studies  6 Credits


Courses must be from designated interdisciplinary courses or courses that are part of a 
designated learning community.  Participation in a designated learning community earns three 
interdisciplinary studies credits. Courses in a learning community may also be counted in their 
other designated general education categories.  
 


G.  Social Responsibility and Ethical Reasoning 3 Credits


Courses must be selected from the list of approved social responsibility and ethical reasoning 
courses. 


H. Health and Wellness 2  Credits


Courses must be from areas of health, physical education or nutrition.  No more than one credit 
of physical education activity courses may be counted in this category. 


Total Credits: 38-44


 


Additional General Education Requirements 


Writing Emphasis Course:  In addition to the communications skills requirement, each student must 
complete one course designated as a general education writing emphasis course.  This course must be 
at the 200 level or above. 


Speech Emphasis Course:  In addition to the communications skills requirement, each student must 
complete one course designated as a general education speech emphasis course.  This course must be 
at the 200 level or above. 







Research Experience Courses: Each student must complete two courses designated as research 
experience courses.  These courses must be from two separate general education categories and at least 
one of the courses must be at the 200 level or above. 
 


Changes from current credit distribution to proposed credit distribution 
 
1.  Fundamentals of Speech increased to 3 credits from 2 credits. 
 
2. Humanities and the Arts category reduced to 6 credits from 9 credits, renamed “The Human 
Experience,” and added requirement of at least one course at the 200 level or above. 


3.  Social and Behavioral Sciences category reduced to 6 credits from 9 credits, renamed “The Self, 
Society, and the World,” and added requirement of at least one course at the 200 level or above. 


4.  Analytic Reasoning category renamed “Mathematical and Symbolic Reasoning.” 


5. Increasing Interdisciplinary Studies category to 6 credits from 0 credits.  Allowing credits in a learning 
community to also count in other GE categories. 


6. Combining the Science category and the Technology category into a single 6 credits Science and 
Technology category.   


7.  Adding a 3 credit Social Responsibility and Ethical Reasoning Category. 


8.  Health and Physical Education category renamed “Health and Wellness,” and a maximum of 1 credit 
of PE activity courses allowed to count towards this category. 


9.  Added new requirements for writing emphasis courses, speech emphasis courses, and research 
experience courses. 
 


Rationale 
The proposed changes address several weaknesses in the current GE requirements: the 2 credit speech 
course, the practical preclusion of opportunities for interdisciplinary courses that foster interdisciplinary 
learning, a minimal science requirement, a technology requirement that is redundant for students in many 
programs, a perceived lack of rigor and coherence in the GE program, and a lack of building on basic 
writing and speech skills learned in the freshman year.  The proposed changes strengthen the GE program 
by addressing these concerns while also recognizing the importance of explicitly incorporating research 
experiences and ethics related courses into the curriculum.  The proposed changes seek to put into 
practice the idea of liberal education outlined in AACU’s LEAP initiative and endorsed by UW-System. 








Credit Distribution Proposal (Jerry Kapus, 4-13-09) 
 
 


A. Communication Skills 9 Credits 


326-101 
326-111 


Freshman English -- Composition or 
Freshman English -- Honors I 3 


326-102 
326-112 


Freshman English -- Reading and Related Writing or
Freshman English -- Honors II 3 


391-100 
 
 
 


Fundamentals of Speech 
 
 
 


 
3 (changed 
from 2 to 3 
credits) 
 


 
B. Analytic Reasoning  6 Credits 


Courses must be from areas including math, logic, statistics, computer 
science or interdisciplinary analytic reasoning (added) 
 


 
C. Health and Physical Education 2 Credits 


Courses must be from areas of health, physical education or nutrition. 
 


D. Humanities and the Arts  9 Credits


Courses must be from three or more areas including art history, creative arts, 
history, literature, music appreciation, performing arts, philosophy or 
interdisciplinary humanities.  At least two courses must be at the 200 
level or above.  (added) 
 


E. Social and Behavioral Sciences 9 Credits


Courses must be from three or more areas including anthropology, 
economics, geography, political science, psychology, sociology or 
interdisciplinary social and behavioral sciences.  At least two courses 
must be at the 200 level or above.  (added) 
 
F. Natural Sciences and Technology 6 Credits


 
Courses must be from areas including natural science, technology, or 







interdisciplinary natural sciences and technology. At least one course 
must be a natural science lab course.  (added) 


G.  Writing Emphasis Course 1 course 
Complete one course designated as a general education writing emphasis 
course. This course must be at the 200 level or above and will also be 
counted in categories B-F. Students must have completed ENG 102 or 
ENG 112 prior to taking a writing emphasis course. (added)  


H.  Social Responsibility and Ethical Reasoning 1 course 
Complete one course designated as a social responsibility and ethical 
reasoning course.  This course will also be counted in categories B-F. 
(added) 
 
I.  Creative/Research Experience Course 1 course


Complete one course designated as a creative/research experience 
course.  This course will also be counted in categories B-F. (added) 
 


Total Credits: 41 (1 credit added) 
 


 
Category Definitions 
Interdisciplinary Courses integrate two or more disciplines.  At least 50% of the course content must 
come from the one of the sub‐areas in the category to which the course is assigned.   A student may 
count an interdisciplinary course in only one category.   A student must have completed one course in 
the relevant sub‐area before taking the interdisciplinary course. 


Writing Emphasis Courses must require writing assignments (e.g., papers, discussion board posting, 
exam essays) that total a minimum of 3000 words.  At least one of the assignments must involve a paper 
with a 1500 word minimum length.  Students should be given options to revise their work.  In addition 
to focusing on content, instructors should also focus on writing mechanics. 


Social Responsibility and Ethical Reasoning Courses aim primarily at understanding, analyzing, and 
evaluating  ethical issues of global, national, professional, and personal concern and their impacts on 


society and individuals.  Through these courses, students should develop ethical reasoning skills, a 
critically examined value system, and a sense of responsible action. 


Creative/Research Experience Courses must substantially engage students in independent and original 
work centered on a specific problem/project and employing the methodologies/skills appropriate to the 
discipline.  Instructors should work closely with students in identifying and defining the problem/project 







and in facilitating the students’ work.   Ideally, the work should aim at producing a creative 
project/research suitable for public presentation in an undergraduate forum.  





